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Davidson County power & organization map

2 - METRO GOVERNMENT POWER MAP

Who holds the power in Metro?

One consolidated government. Four separately elected sets of officials, and none of them answers to another.

© THE PEOPLE / VOTERS

Ultimate electoral authority

|
EACH BRANCH IS ELECTED SEPARATELY

mén EXECUTIVE POWER T LEGISLATIVE POWER > JUDICIAL POWER &fa INDEPENDENTLY ELECTED
i Mayor VETO I Metro Council 2> Courts p Countywide
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OVERRDE 2/3 40 MEMBERS Judges interpret the officials
Supervises all Metro Makes laws (ordinances) lawandresolve Sheriff
departments Approves budget and disputes. District Attorney
Enforces laws and spending General Sessions Public Defender
ordinances Zoningand land-use Court Assessor of Property
Proposes the budget authority Criminal Court Trustee
Veto power Legislative oversight Chancery Court County Clerk
Circuit Court Register of Deeds
+ * Courtclerks (Criminal,
. . Judgesare elected Circuit, Juvenile
Mayor's Off.lce = Counc!l cougtywide and serve )
and executive committees eight-year terms. Operate independently
departments Review legislation, hold within their statutory
Finance, Law, Police, hearings and make authority. Theydo not
Fire, General Services, recommendations to the report to the Mayor.
Public Works, Water full Council.
Services, Codes, IT and
more. +
Employeesreport to & Full Council
department heads, who 40 MEMBERS
report to the Mayor. Votes on legislation and the
budget.

% HOW POWER WORKS TOGETHER

o o o

Council passes Mayor signs or vetoes Council can override Departments Courtsinterpret the law
legislation Approves it, or sends it A two-thirds vote implement it Judges resolve disputes
Clears committee, then back. overrides a veto. The executive branch over what it means.
amajority vote. carries it out.

Metro Nashville runs ona separationof powers. The
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F KEY POINT ‘ There 1S no SIngle boss_ branches are equal in their own spheres, and checks

and balances keep each one honest.

Who reports to whom - who has authority - who does what. Roles summarized for orientation; the Metro Charter governs. 2/3



